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At 94-4. M- sis etal ekukon te this har- 
bor—if harbor that may be called which neither al- 
_ lows vessels of ordinary draught to approach near 
-endugh to get a sight of the shore, rior presents 
anything better than a few low sand-banks as a 
protection fromthe violence of the waves. We 
were just four days from Shanghee. The weather 
has been good, with the exception of a sudden gale 
‘this A; M.; andour voyage so happily uneventful, 
‘that T propose to condense the history of it into. a 
few.lines. 

Of the bth inst. I received, per U. 8. chartered 
steamer Aniclope, Captain. Lyycn, my invitation 
to join the expedition to the North, and before 2 
o'clock the same day I-was on board, and the An- 
telope again bounding over the billows. Ningpo, 
the city of the “ gentle waves,” with its crumbling 
pagoda, its imposing granite walls, and its busy 
population of 300,000 souls, soon faded from sight , 
-and Chinhae, the ‘Guardian of the Sea”—a large 
town at the mouth of the river, twelve miles dis- 
tant—rose to view. Above it looms a rocky 


height; crowned with what resembles. castle of | 


the olden time, but which a closer inspection 
ows to be a fortified monastery of the Buddhist 
on. On the opposite bank rises another peak 

of equal elevation, the summit of which is also 
distinguished by a corresponding object—a battery 
erected for the defence of the river against the 
English in their first war. Emerging from this 
(gateway, we come in view of Silver Island, one 


“of the most beautiful of.the Chusan group, and 


ie over the watérs of what the Chinese believe 
o be an enchanted sea. Here, at times, according 


' to them, the ghost of a submerged city is seen to 


rise to the surface.» Mandarins, with crimson 


“canopies and gorgeous retinves, move in funeral 


silence, and troops of soldiers perform their noise- 
less evolutions on the liquid plain. The poet 
Svrunaro, of the Sung dynasty, came all the way 


omy es one the provincial capital, to witness 


the apparition ‘of this phantom city. His lyre, 
however, was not sufficiently potent to evoke 
the spirits from the vasty deep, and he returned 
beth disappointed and incredulous. It is hardly 
necessary to atid that the phenomenon which has 
wrought so powerfully on the imagination of this 
superstitious.people, is that of mirage, or the lata 
morgana, by which, in certain states of the atmos- 
phere, the city of Chinhae becomes visible from ine 
shores of the oppos'te island. 

From ‘this point a succession of low, filaded 
islands, some of them volcanic in their origin, 
stretches away, like a line of beacons; as far as the 
mouth. of. the Yangtsekiang. ‘This great river is 
one of the wonders of China. Rising among the 
Himalayas, and augmented by the innumerable 
tributaries which it receives in ite winding course, 
it irrigates with its waters; and enriches by its 
Cooninenem, a valley, nearly equal in extent and ten 

times greatér in population than that of the Mis- 
sissippi. Debouching just to the north of Shang- 
hae, it disputes empire with. the ocean; and by 
‘the immense volume of fresh ‘water. which it 
pours forth, admonishes the navigator, long before 
he ‘sees its banks, that he is approaching the Ama- 
zon of Asia. The voyager. to Shanghae is-unable 
to-obtain a distinct view of this noble stream’ ‘as 
he enters the Whangpoo,.the last of its affiuents, 
before itshas.contracted its width sufliciently to 
bring both banke within the same horizon. In 1853, 
however, Thad an opportunity for making myself 
acquainted with it; as far up as Chankeang, ‘the 
Guardian ‘of the ‘River,” which is situated at the 
transit of the Grand Canal, about 120 miles. above 
Moosurg. 1 wasin a small Hoat, ‘navigated by 
three after aeenk's absence, one SB 
Sar a) 


very near running into at night-or’ apprehended 
and caged by the garrisons of the Imperial bat- 
teries, I returned to Shanghae, richly rewarded 
for all my discomfort, and deeply impressed with 
the importance of having this highway of internal 
commerce “Of, thé “West. 
This k 


The..Aniélope being. detained afew days at 
’ Shanghee;I ‘employed the “interval in taking 
aketches by ptoxy of the finestbuildings and most 
\striking views in the vicinity of this world-re- 
nowned emporfam. Possessing no skill in draw- 
toe tasaghs-an with me-a-Ghinese artist, who, not- 


the ‘defects of the ‘native ‘style, I: 
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= | aaieemeemae It commences:a series of meet- 
te | ings which will. furnish. matter for the historian ; 


perhaps ni 4 
Lt wry ere .the figure, of what is 
not unlikely to be succeeded by . several acts of 
, This ‘morning's party, of which I was one , 
sent ashore to convey & dispatch for the 


* 


heurd, except’ that they “agree in demanding au | for 
Commissioner. 


macys : ore thes 


+i| dn-the dieputen et ieeue.with Bagland and France. 
i This’ offer, if accepted, will not only. exalt the: 
| eharacter of our country ia the estimation of the 


Chinese, but penrnmeiegy material interests, 
e and good will. His’ 
Excellency, nevertheless, demanded in firm and 


'| dignified terms, the appointment of a Commis- 


sioner to meet him af“a specified time and place, 
‘and warned the Imperial Cabinet that the refusal 
‘of ‘this request, or neglect of compliance with it. 
might subject them to the consequences of. con: 


‘| structive hostility. 


The bearers of .the.dispatches, in four. barges, 
bearing the.flags of their respective. nations, were 
towed by the gunboat as far as the bar, 
near the entrance of the river, whence they pulled 


|| in to shoré in front of ‘a rude ‘fortification: This 
consisted Of three small forte, flanked by batteries 


of wood or brick, covered with earth. They 
mounted about a hundred guns, and were occu- 
pied by, perhaps, two thousand men, and, together 
with.a somewhat smaller one on the opposite 
bank, constitate the entire defences of a passage, 
on which'the security of the Capital from foreign 
invasion so’ much depends. Further defended by 
a broad, muddy tide-beach, it was accessible to us 
only by a kind of scaffolding of piles and rough 
tinibers, for the construction of a landing-place. 
To this we drew our flotilla, augmented by three 
boats, which were already in the river, and. bear- 
ing the flags of four nations,—a rare spectacle in 
these parts,—naturally excited no small! sensation 
in the fortress and its vicinity: Disorderly crowds 
of soldiers darkened the batteries, and troops of 
laborers waded knee-deep in mud to get a view of 
the “red-haired barbarians.” Just as we were 
preparing to land, a Mandarin, decorated with a 
blue.button and a peacock’s feather, came clam- 
bering over the scaffolding. After much chin-chin- 
ing, and some hesitation, he was persuaded to de- 
scend into one of the boats, where the dispatches 
were presented by their several bearers. At first he 
wished to decline receiving them, as two Imperial 
Commissioners would arrive, he said, the next day 
whd would meet the foreign Ambassadors and 
listen. to. their proposals, or receive their papers, 
Being assured that the case would admit of no de- 
lay, he took them, and when asked for a written 
receipt, niively replied : “I am a soldier, and un- 
accustomed to writing.” Choosing to accept this 
excuse, rather than consume time by ting for 
a receipt from the ‘commander “of the fort, we 
pushed off to the Slancy, and were again towed 
out to the squadron, . « 

Aprit 30.—Our Minister and suite, in the Ante. 
lope, by. the help of the Russian paddie-whee} 
steamer America, succeeded in passing the first 
formidable barrier to our approaches to Peking— 
the bar which stretches across the mouth of this 
river. The metropolis of exclusivism could not 
have a more suitable situation. «Its outer and 
strongest defence is this natural entrenchment, 
which, at the ebb, is only, covered by three feet 
water. At best, it is accessible only for the smail- 
est class of war-vessels, and a few hours of load- 
ing and sinking junks would secure it from all the 
navies in the world. This important precaution 
the Chinese have utterly neglected ; and yester- 
day five gunboats—two English and three French 
—quietly crossed the bar, and took up a command- 
ing position just in front of the batteries. Their 
officers and crews, ever on the qui vive for promo- 
tion, were itching to be‘fired on ; but Count Pou- 
TIATINE, Russian Minister, humanely admonished 
the officers of the garrison that to discharge a shot 
would be to provoke their own destruction. They 
had the wisdom to take his advice, and will prob- 
ably offer the “Allies” no molestation unless they 
attempt to pass the bend’ef the river, in blank of 
the batteries, when they will cértainly pour upon 
them at least one round. Our officers think they 
would not stay to discharge a second, as the ex- 
plosion of.a few . shells among their. feet, would 
scaiter them like a flock of ‘pigéons. 

But weak as they. are, the:Chinese have not 
abated a jot of their ancient pride. But only two days 
ago we had a ludicrous exhibition of their national 
vanity in the style of a dispatch ‘received from the 
High Commigsioner. ‘Two Commissioners, both 
Manchus, one named Tsuna, a Superintendent of 
the Granaries, and the other named Wo0, a Becre- 
tary of the .Council of State, had already some 
days before arrived at-the--sea-board to meet the 
deputies of the Barbarian Kings!* A third’ Com- 
missioner was wanted to complete the corps of 
Imperial diplomats. In selecting this important 
-functionary, if we may. judge. by the pompous ar. 

ray.of titles by which his name is preceded, the 
tp a had no intention to show disrespect to 

ae toed Fout Powérs, “A Great Minis. 
perial Commissioner of the Great“Pure 

oe, "Governor-General of the Province of 
Chiblé, Superintendent of the Revenue, Inspector 
of Canals, Commander of the. Fortresses of 
Mihyuin and Tazeking, Inspector of the Capital, 
and Imperial Censor,” is the sounding proem with 
which he introduces eyery proclamation and -dis- 
patch. ..It., means,.that somebody is coming, and 
then, the little monosyllable Fax, the name of this 
important persoriage;.comes on to close the pro- 
cession. But little as it is, it is far from insignifi- 
cavit, afid ‘its “signification in” atialysis’ is’found to 
be of the most auspicious character. It consists 
in Chinese of three parts. The left is “ words,” 
and the top of the right.is_“ west,” while the bet- 
tom is**early;” and ‘the ‘whole. may be construed 
as “early words with the west.” Surely this man 
was born for the post which he now fills as chief 
negotiator with the Four Great Powers of the 
West. But to return from this digtession. His 
Excellency TsrEn,: or Fanta-Jin, (the Great 
Man,) as his countrymen call" him, had no sooner’ 
arrived at. thé “Takoo forts; than he “addressed a 
to each of the Forsign Plenipoten. 

as chief nego- 
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F stor ofthe Powers, 
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‘Parke, then Secretary of Legation, sane i 

of having to ‘flounder through an appalling ex- 

panse of miry mud, when sent ashore~ with dis- 
by Mr. MoLanz in 1854. . 

By dint of climbing and leapiig we ) succeeded, 
without fractures, though not without bruises, in’ 
making our way over a succession of junks that 
lay on the strand, and, after sinking thiough a 
‘stratum of mud, were glad to find ourselves on 
soundings. We were beset by ‘a ‘swarm’ of red- 
capped soldiers, who sought to stay our progress, 
Pa: we still advanced until ‘we were surrounded 

hy a phalanx of blue and white-buttoned manda- 
rins, who insisted that we should stand still.antil 
CHIN-LAONZIA should appear to receive our dis- 
_patch,.. We. protested loudly against the discour- 
tesy of compelling the messengers of a friendly 
nation .to-stand out. of doors, and in the mud. 
This hint supplied them with a stratagem. Chairs 
and a table were placed on the soff*mud—tea was 
brought, and we were invited to seat ourselves. 
until the Lieute,ant-Colonel should make his ap- 
pearance. We were aware, however, that to take 
seats there would be to fix the meeting of our 
Committee of Arrangements in that unseemly 
spot, and thus subject ourselves to the derision of 
the soldiery. ‘We accordingly took our tea stand- 
ing, and then continued our march. The manda- 
tins seeing we were not tobe deterred from our 
purpose withdrew: their opposition—the long lines 
of infantsy drawn up on the margin of the fosse 
parted to give us ingress, and we were ushered 
into a spacious tert, hung with blue. Soon the 
soldiers about the tent began to form into ranks, 
and the Lieutenant-Colonel entered between their 
files. He shook our hands cerdially, caused tea 
end sweetmeats to be set before us, assured ts 
that nothing should be lacking for the proper re- 
ception of the distinguished visitor, received the 
dispatch for the Commissioner, and accompanied 
us to-our boat. 

It was not long until’a Major was sent off with 
a verbal message from. the High Commissioner, 
that at the hour named in the dispatch he would 
be in waiting. 

At 40’clock P. M. our Minister, with his cortége, 
landed in front of the batteries, and, preceded by 
the United States flag, advanced to the centra. 
fort. As he approached, a military band struck up 
an oriental salute. He was received by the High 
Commissioner and his-essistants, at the door of a 
large tent, erected for the occasion. ‘The tent was 
hung with crimson, and the ground carpeted with 
the same color, which is that used by the Chinese 
on all festive. occasions. . The interior was occu- 
pied by a long table and two side tables, all neatly 
furnished with fruits and confectionery. 
~ Mr. Rexp was placed in the seat of honor, on 

the left of the High Commissioner, with Mr. Mcn- 
TIN; who acted as interpreter, between and a little 
in the rear of the two high fanctionaries. The 
two assistant Commissioners, Dr. WILLIaus, Sec- 
retary of Legation, Captain Dupont, of the United 
States steamer Minnesota, the Treasurer of the 
Province, the Manchu General in command of the 
garrison, and a Tontai, or Circuit Judge, com- 
pleted the company at the long table. The other 
members of the Legation, and several efficers of 
the Navy, were seated at the side tables, while 
numbers of blue and white-buttoned mandarins, 
who would have been great men in some situa- 
tions, were compelled to stand in the presence of 
their superiors. I may remark here that the rank 
of a mandarin is indicated by a precious stone, of 
a globular shape, commonly called a button, at- 
tached to the top of his cap. The highest are the 
red, and the blue and white next in order; ‘and 
each of these is sub-divided: into two or three 
classes. All who sat at the long table with 
the Commissioner wore red buttons, except a:Cir- 
cuit Judge, who, though he wore a blue one, was 
also decorated with the plume of extraordinary 
merit. 

The Assistant: Commissioners, both Manchias, 
appear to be men.of a very ordinary stamp, and 
one of them gives evidence of being‘under the in- 
fluence of opium. The person of the High Com- 
missioner, short and rather corpulent, is ‘in alj 
poiats uninteresting. With a countenance so 
opaque that scarcely a ray of intellect beams 
through it, a dull eye, and @ bullet head, he would 
be ranked according to his {[physiognomy, below 
the mediocrity of Mandarias, were it not that his 
high position gives evidence that he is ‘a man.of 
tried abilities. . He is. a native of Shaon-hing, near 
Ningpo—a place which, owing itis believed, to the 
Virtues of its.“ wind and water,” is. celebrated for 
the legal acumen of its inhabitants, In fact, the 
most distinguished ‘counsellors at Iaw through- 
out the Empire, are natives of Shaon-hing. .Fay- 
TA-JIN’s voice has a disagreeable twang, but the 
speaker of Mandarin soon forgets this blemish in 
admiration of his ianguage, which is fluent, ele- 
gant and pure, without any trace of provincialism- 

The Shacn-hing lawyer, by.a singular coinci- 
dence, has for. his a Philadelphia law. 
yer, and “when Gre 
the tug of war.” .In the. discussion; Mr. Rexp’S 
diction was concise and perspicuous, and wel 
chosen for accurate translation into a foreign 
language. He exhibited, too, such skill in avail- 
ing himself of any incidental developments, parry” 
ing the thrusts of his. adversary, and guarding 
American interests at. every point, as to prove 
that whatever his past experience may have been, 
he is, unquestionably, a master of. diplomatic 
fencing. 

For a moment the representatives of the two 
‘sovereign powers surveyed each other in dignified 
silence. It was the first time the opposite shores 
of the Pacific had: shaken hands for fourteen years. 
Nor was the present a mere < of internation- 
al comity. .Great interests: suspended on the 
pending negotiations, and their good or ill success 
was to be augured from the tone of the opening 
interview. The quéstion at. issue, to sum all’ in 
_one sentence, was nothing less than.to decide 
whether the tide of western influence which now 
laves the shores of this Empire, shall be permitted 
to diffuse its fertilizing streams. through. the 
regions of the interior. -or whether an Da 
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